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broadest and most pronounced difference that we find among
our pupils is undoubtedly that due to sex. In the previous
chapter we saw that there is no difference in average in-
telligence between the two sexes: mental measurement, there-
fore, affords no adequate reason for segregating the sexes in
education. But undoubtedly, since the interests of the two
sexes diverge considerably, different lines of appeal must fre-
quently be adopted. This fact, however, does not in itself
justify segregation, for again such a difficulty in instruction
can be met by the adoption of individual methods. Whether
or not co-education is a good thing must be decided, not by
psychology, but by a consideration of the social aspects of
education.

The doctrine of individual differences, then, has profoundly
affected educational theory so far as instruction is concerned.
Each individual pupil must pursue the path of learning for
himself, receiving such aid from the teacher as is suited to his
individual requirements. But this does not mean that the
class should be abolished. Enthusiasts for the Dalton plan find
it expedient still to give a number of class-lessons which pro-
vide instruction that is needed by all. And even if this were
not the case there are potent reasons for preserving the
integrity of the class as a social unit: these we shall seek to
expound in our concluding chapter.
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